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from the TTS WORLD
/ 20 YEARS TTS - Daniel Niederhauser tells //
How did the successful
company TTS in Buchs come
about?
Like many things in life, this is
also due to a happy
coincidence. About 21 years
ago the company of the
former employer was sold.
This gave me the opportunity
to reorient myself. Originally,
the idea was to apply to a
production
company
in
logistics.
At the time, the TransInvest
Group was already well
respected with its companies
in the railway sector in Eastern
Europe and Central Asia. But
there was no suitable
counterpart
for
Western
Europe. So it came to the
request if we would like to fill
this gap together with a
company of the Group. After
some deliberation I agreed
and so TTS in Buchs was
founded. It was the right
decision.
How have orders changed in
recent years?
The rapid changes of today are
also constant companions in
logistics.
More and more
European
railways
are
sceptical
about
single
wagonload traffic – our basis
for 20 years. Supply and

volumes are being reduced,
freight prices increased and
competitiveness restricted. As
a Swiss company in particular,
we bear high site rents and
wage costs in Swiss francs. The
turnover for transports is in
Euro or USD. Optimum control
of cost accounting is therefore
important. This also applies in
particular to exchange rate
fluctuations.

Daniel Niederhauser
Managing Director, TTS Transport
& Terminal Services AG

Digitalization is an ongoing
issue for both the railways and
for us. The innovations in the
digital
field
make
our
workflows much easier. For
example, freight documents
are
now
created
and
transmitted quickly - all
electronically. I can no longer
think of the typewriter as I

used to. If there was an error
on the document at that time,
the game started all over
again. Now a few push of a
button is enough.
What makes TTS special?
TTS has been offering its
customers sustainable solutions in rail transport for 20
years. The Bernese Oberland
distinguishes
the
many
beautiful, smaller villages. For
one customer in this region,
we were allowed to transport
approx. 500 loads per year by
rail to Russia. This not only
relieves the environment in
the region, but also reduces
the number of traffic jams on
the roads and motorways.
Climate change continues to
be a topical issue and
awareness of sustainable
transport solutions is growing.
But the figures show that rail
forwarders are becoming
fewer and fewer and that not
all customers are yet ready to
support climate change. This is
precisely where we as TTS
come in and promote
sustainable
transport
solutions. We are happy when
we can convince a customer
of an environmentally friendly
and efficient result.
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from the TTS WORLD
What was a special highlight
for you?
Something very special was
definitely the order for the
Olympic Games in Greece in
2004. At that time we were
able to organize special
transports
of
several
articulated
railcars
from
Switzerland to Greece for a
customer. They transported
competitors and spectators
back and forth between the
airport and the Olympic
venues. The (very) tight
delivery time and the many
requirements to be met made
this order very special. At that

time there were several
vehicle manufacturers who
had
brought
articulated
railcars to Athens. Those of
our customers were the only
ones who arrived on time and
worked.

block trains to and from China
are operated by rail every
week. Our group offers the
train connection from Yiwu on
the Silk Road. Read more
about this on our website:
ChinaExpressDraGo

Which future topics are most
relevant for freight forwarding
companies
and
their
customers?
The exchange of goods with
Eurasia certainly has great
opportunities. A few years
ago, the Silk Road was also
revitalized in terms of railway
transportation. Today, several

Rail transport is thus also
experiencing an upswing in
Central Europe. We can
benefit from this for our
customers and coordinate
processing in Europe by rail.
Many
thanks
for
interesting insight!

Here you see the articulated railcars which were used at the Olympic Games in 2004.

this

from the TTS WORLD
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/ JUBILEE CELEBRATION //

The adventure started with the Rheinbähnle.
Anyone who knows Daniel Niederhauser, is
aware that his employees and business
partners are close to his heart. It was also
clear that «20 years of TTS» would be
celebrated with them. Here you can find some
impressions...

The steam locomotive from 1920...

The exciting museum «Rhein-Schauen»…

from the TTS WORLD
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Also colleagues from St. Gallen (middle)
were represented...

The brave little forwarder. Once upon a
time...
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current NEWS
/ NOISE PROTECTION of the Swiss railways //
Measures against railway noise
The Swiss Confederation is
providing around CHF 1.5
billion for noise abatement
measures on Swiss railways
until 2025. With a ban on
noisy freight wagons from
2020, measures on the
carriageway as well as
research and investment
subsidies, the population is to
be protected even more
effectively against railway
noise by 2025. The aim is to
protect 80% of the population
from harmful or annoying
railway noise.
With the noise abatement
measures for railways taken so
far, Switzerland is a pioneer in
Europe:
▪ Low-noise cars with disc
brakes are now standard in
passenger transport.
▪ In domestic freight cars, the
grey cast iron brake pads,
which cause a lot of noise,
have been replaced with
quieter K-blocks.
▪ Noise barriers were erected
along heavily trafficked
routes
and,
where
necessary, noise protection
windows were installed in
buildings.
▪ The
noise-differentiated
route
pricing
system

creates
incentives
for ▪ Noise limits with which
railway
companies
to
noisy freight cars with grey
receive a bonus if they use
cast iron brake blocks will
low-noise rolling stock. The
be effectively banned in
train path price is the fee
Switzerland from 2020;
that the railway companies
foreign freight wagons are
have to pay for the use of
particularly affected.
the railway infrastructure in ▪ Measures on the carriageSwitzerland.
way where a particularly
large number of people are
Almost two-thirds of people
exposed to railway noise.
living in areas where the ▪ Closing gaps between
railway noise limit was
existing noise barriers if this
exceeded, were protected
significantly improves their
with this package of measures
effectiveness.
(reference year 2002).
▪ The renovation of steel
bridges.
▪ Financial support for the
development, testing and
approval of particularly
quiet rolling stock and
infrastructure components.
▪ Investment
aid
for
particularly
low-noise
freight wagons.
If these measures are
consistently
implemented,
80% of people living in places
where limits are exceeded can
Quelle: bav.admin.ch
be protected (reference year
The Swiss Parliament wants 2002).
Quelle: bafu.admin.ch
further measures
With the revision of the
Federal
Railway
Noise
Abatement Act (BGLE) of 27
September 2013, Parliament
adopted additional measures
to reduce railway noise:

current NEWS

7

/ NEW ENTRY at TTS //
Welcome to the TTS team! We
are pleased that Feride Nuhiji
will support us especially in
the field of dispatching and
wish her a successful start.
What is your special talent,
Feride?
To make my environment
laugh, to always pay attention
to what someone says and to
find a solution if the person
needs help.
How do you drink your coffee?
Not at all, just tea and
preferably black.
If you would like to get to
know Feride Nuhiji better,
please visit our website:
team/feridenuhiji/

/ THE WINNER is… //
At the beginning of this year
we sent out our appreciated
desk calendars which included
a competition on the occasion
of our 20th anniversary. You
could win a desired GoPro.
From our lottery wheel the
lucky winner was drawn from
all participants and already
contacted. We wish him a lot
of fun with his new GoPro!
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current NEWS
/ ONE Million Club //
United Transport and Logistics
Company – «Eurasian Rail
Alliance» (JSC UTLC ERA) has
inaugurated the ONE MILLION
CLUB. With this initiative,
UTLC pursues the ambitious
target to increase the number
of
containers
transiting
through Kazakhstan to one
million TEU/year.

volume by 59 percent as
compared to 2017. The
reasons for this increase: the
number of trains rose from
2,167 to 3,384, and the
average number of wagons
per train went up, too.
(http://index.1520.com)

For the sake of compassion,
figures from 2018
According to the UTLCdeveloped
Eurasian
Rail
Alliance Index ERAI, there
were
370,000
TEU
transported between China
and Europa by rail in 2018,

A challenging target
The targeted one million TEU
are to be reached for one by
the
digitalization
and
optimization of goods traffic
on the 1520mm wide gauge,
and an increase in volumes on
the China-Europe-China route.
As the transit potential of
Kazakhstan is of enormous

which means an increase by
35 percent in the year-on-year
comparison. As to ERAI, about
75 percent of the total goods
volume were routed via
Kazakhstan, indicating an
increase in gross transit

importance to reach the
target, UTLC and Kazakhstan
Railways are at this time
setting up a comprehensive
plan for the development of
transit along the 1500-mm
network by optimizing the

mileage, transport planning
and with a coordinated tariff
policy. For 2019, the company
plans to increase the average
daily distance the trains cover
from 1,020 km to 1,073 km.
For the customers, this means
that their goods arrive faster
at destination.
The idea behind it
ONE MILLION CLUB is meant
to become – just like the
ancient caravanserais, those
places along the Old Silk Road
that offered lodging to the
traders, philosophers and
ambassadors of old on their
long journeys – a platform

where
companies
from
Europe and China connect to
exchange ideas and opinions
and to try to reach the onemillion TEU target together.
Quelle: interrail.ag
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SERVICES
/ PART LOAD with DraGo //
We organise the transport of
your general cargo or LCL
consignment for you from the
sender's warehouse upto the
recipient. This works from
China to Switzerland, but of
course also vice versa from
Switzerland to China.
How does DraGo work?
We pick up your shipment by
truck, stow it in a consolidated
container and ship it by rail.
The last part from the rail
terminal to the warehouse is
done by truck. In total, your
delivery covers approx. 12’500
km in just 20-25 days. Thus,
we are twice as fast as by sea
and significantly cheaper than

by air freight. On top, you
have also decided on a
sustainable
mode
of
transport. Nevertheless, if it
should go faster, we organize
the delivery by express.

We keep an eye on your goods
and send you updates. So you
always know where your
shipment is.

Click on ChinaExpressDraGo
and learn more - FCL (Full
In addition, we can draw up Container
Load)
with
the Chinese export documents additional routes is also
with the support of our sister possible.
company and then import the
goods into Switzerland. Of
course, we also take care of
customs formalities in the
opposite direction and export
your goods from Switzerland.
Our partner will be happy to
advise the recipient on
Chinese imports.

Don't miss the connection: weekly departures in east and westbound direction.

interesting TRANSPORTS
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CIVIL PROTECTION BEDS for refugee camps in Greece
In close cooperation with the
Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC), we
were able to transport over
500 old army bed frames and
mattresses to Greece. This load
filled three trucks and was
loaded with the support of the
civil defence of the Burgdorf
barracks. They are to be used
in various Greek refugee camps
and protect against the cold
winter.
Swiss television also reported
on this in the news «Tagesschau». You can find the article
here: srf.ch/news

/ RELIEF SUPPLIES to Moldova //
We are very glad that we
could support ADRA again this
year in her Christmas campaign and organize the
dispatch of relief supplies to
Moldova. Together with the
railways, we were able to take
over a part of the freight costs.
ADRA supports needy people
worldwide with their great
projects.
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FROHE FESTTAGE

The TTS team wishes you

Merry Christmas and
a happy New Year 2020!
a

/ EDITOR and your contact person //
TTS Transport &
Terminal Services AG
Langäulistrasse 37
CH-9470 Buchs SG

Phone:
Fax:
Mail:
Web:

+41 81 750 62 50
+41 81 750 62 55
rail@transterminal.ch
www.transterminal.ch

