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from the TTS WORLD
/ TTS team //
Our motivated team is waiting
for you! Get to know us better
and visit our newly designed
homepage:
 www.transterminal.ch

Did you know that Daniel
Niederhauser would like to
meet Roger Federer? Or that
Roman Hutter almost became
a cook? Have a closer look at
our team website. You will find

interesting interviews and will
learn more about the personal
motivation,
hobbies
and
professional careers of our
teammates.
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current NEWS

/ HIGH-SPEED CORRIDOR from Europe to Asia //
According to media reports,
China and Russia confirmed
their intention to expand their
cooperation in the rail traffic
sector. One priority will be to
create a high-speed connection
between Moscow and Kazan,
Russia, a key component of the
Eurasian high-speed corridor

that connects Moscow and
Beijing, China. Both countries
also want to enforce the
digitization of traffic processes
and
synchronize
their
processes at the border
crossings. According to figures
published by RZD, the rail
freight volume via the Chinese

- Russian border crossing
stations increased by 1 million
tons in 2018 and reached a
total of 72.5 million tons. All in
all, 1.2 million containers were
transported, one third more
than in 2017.
(Source: interrail.ag)

/ AZERBAIJAN announces modernization of the North-South
Corridor //
According to media reports,
the National Railway Company
of Azerbaijan (ADY) has
announced
a
plan
to
modernize the 167 km stretch
between Sumqayit, 30 km
north of Baku, and Yalama on
the Russian border. The project

is intended to support the number of stations from 21 to
development of the North- 16.
South Corridor. The plan is to (Source: interrail.ag)
modernize the signaling and
electrification equipment, to
increase the speed to 140 km /
h, to modernize or renew 157
bridges, and to reduce the

/ 75% of EURASIAN GOODS went via KAZAKHSTAN//
The competitiveness of rail
freight transported on wide
gauge tracks increased in 2018
due to lower transport costs
and shorter transit times, says
the Eurasian Rail Alliance Index
(ERAI) presented by UTLC. The
figures state that in 2018,

there were 370,000 TEU
transported via rail between
China and Europe, which
means a 35% growth in the
year-on-year
comparison.
Approximately 75% of the total
traffic volume were routed via
Kazakhstan; the gross transit

volume went up by 59% as
compared to previous year.
This is owed to an increase in
trains from 2,167 to 3,384 and
an increase in the average
number of wagons per train.
(Source: interrail.ag)

current NEWS
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/ European rail freight companies double their ambitions to fight
CLIMATE CHANGE //
With 275 million tons of C02
emissions a year, freight
transport represents almost a
third of total transport
emissions,
passenger
transport included. At an

With rail freight emitting 9 necessary external conditions
times less CO2 than road to enable a modal shift from
freight, this modal shift from road to rail freight.
road to rail is a crucial step to
help the transport industry
reach
its
climate

estimated growth rate of 30%
by 2030, the climate impact of
freight transport is expected
to increase substantially over
the coming years. To avoid this
increase, Rail Freight Forward
aims to boost the share of rail
in overall freight transport
from 18% to 30% by 2030.

targets as defined in the Paris Freight transport: a key
Accord.
economic activity with a major
climate footprint
The signatories committed to Freight transport accounts for
transforming their sector and 6% of European GDP, with
offering innovative and highly over 19 billion tons of goods
competitive rail products, being transported every year.
while urging policymakers and While the contribution of the
partners to create the whole sector to the economy
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is positive, it has a substantial
impact on the environment.
With currently 75% of all
freight transport done by
road, the sector has an
estimated yearly emission of
275 million tons of C02. This
represents 30% of total
transport emissions (i.e. all
freight
and
passenger
transport).
30% growth of freight
transport by 2030 will come at
a huge cost
By 2030, freight transport is
expected to grow by 30%.
That is roughly the size of the
entire
German
freight
transport market or 1 million
trucks added on European
roads in the coming decade.
Looking at the stringent goals

of the Paris Accord for the
transport sector, it is simply
not a sustainable option to
keep relying heavily on road
freight.
A modal shift for a more
sustainable future: rail freight
companies commit to an
ambitious modal share of 30%
Today’s signatories of Rail
Freight Forward are convinced
that rail has a crucial role to
play in building a more
sustainable freight sector, that
will help Europe realize its
climate ambitions. An increase
of the modal share of rail
freight from currently 18% to
30% by 2030 can largely
absorb the expected growth in
freight transport and minimize
its climate impact.

The 30% target is ambitious,
but the European rail freight
sector is determined to deliver
the sustained efforts needed
to achieve it. The members of
Rail Freight Forward are
committed to work together
to transform and modernize
the rail freight industry, by
driving
efficiency
and
standardization,
improving
cost-effectiveness
and
accelerating
technological
innovation. Each company will
step up its efforts to offer
competitive products that
convince customers to choose
rail for its quality, frequency,
reliability, flexibility, price and
service.
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Calling on all stakeholders to
enable modal shift to rail
At the same time, Rail Freight
Forward
calls
upon
policymakers
and
key
stakeholders to work together
in implementing the external
conditions needed for a
successful modal shift.

Firstly, the development of a
competitive rail offering goes
hand in hand with that of a
rail
infrastructure
which
makes running a train through
Europe as easy as running a
truck. This requires a clear
mandate for infrastructure
managers to deploy a network
that is easy to access, wellmanaged and reliable.

Secondly, national and EU
authorities are called upon to
provide a transparent and
solid regulatory framework for
infrastructure managers to
realize this network. The
coalition further asks that the
authorities equalize taxes,
administrative
costs,
infrastructure access charges…
for the different modes of
transport, thereby levelling
the playing field for trains and
trucks.
Countries taking measures to
provide a clear regulatory
framework
and
fair
competition, such as Austria
(32%) and Switzerland (37%),
clearly show a larger modal
share of rail.

Noah’s Train: raising awareness
for a common goal
To
mark
their
climate
commitment and win hearts
and minds in support of the
modal shift, the members of
the Rail Freight Forward
coalition
have
chosen
Katowice to officially launch
Noah’s Train. This train
travelled through Vienna,
Berlin, Paris and Brussels. In
each city, prominent local
street
artists
gradually
transformed the train into the
world’s
longest
mobile
artwork, inspired by the oldest
tale
of
environmental
activism.
(Source: railfreightforward.eu)

interesting TRANSPORTS
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/ RELIEF SUPPLIES to Moldova – review //
ADRA SWITZERLAND SAYS
THANK YOU
Thanks to your great support
3'048 packages found their
way to Moldova in 2018 during
the
Christmas
campaign
"children help children!" We
would like to thank all of you:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

TTS Transterminal Rail AG
Swiss Federal Railways
Rail Cargo Austria
GYSEV Cargo
Rail Cargo Hungaria

As
every
year,
ADRA
Switzerland tries to give
children
from
poor
backgrounds a special treat at
Christmas time, this in
collaboration with partners,
volunteers and donors. In
Moldova they were welcomed
once again to families in
orphanages, women's prisons
and children's homes.

ADRA Moldova and many
volunteers use local social
institutions to clarify the
individual situation before the
children can enjoy the gifts. In
Moldova, single women often
live with several children in
small apartments which are
barely heated and where, in
many cases, even lack the
essentials.
Children can only dream of
gifts during Christmas time.
Therefore for most of them
these
parcels
means
experiencing a few moments of
joy and at the same time
receiving gifts and warm winter
clothes. For some of them this
was the first time at all that
they received a present on
their own. Many tears of joy
flowed, also from the parents

and grandparents, while the
children marvelled at their
presents with shining eyes and
a radiance on their faces.
(Source: ADRA Schweiz)

interesting TRANSPORTS
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/ AXLE-GAUGE changeover point to Georgia – review //
As informed in our previous
newsletter, we were pleased
to transport an axle-gauge
changeover
point
from
Ilsenburg (DE) to Ahkalkalaki
(GE). In the meanwhile the
construction could be installed
successfully and the first train
with passenger wagons could
be sent to Baku (AZ) in March.
The axle-gauge changeover
point is used on the BakuTbilisi-Kars (BTK) route.
INFO-BOX
An axle-gauge changeover of
a railway carriage describes
the technical process where a
carriage is moved from one
railway network to another.
The track width of the two
grids is different. As the train
passes through the gauge

changer, the wheels are wheels have the correct
unlocked,
moved
closer gauge, the wheels are locked
together, or further apart, and on the wheelset shaft again.
are then relocked. During this (Source: www.de.wikipedia.org)
change procedure, the wheels
on the wheelset shaft are
pushed into their intended
positions. As soon as the
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on a PERSONAL NOTE
/ saying GOODBYE //
«Change is the only constant
in life.»
-Heraklit-

There are many changes in my
life too and I am dedicating
myself to a new professional
challenge. With a laughing and
a crying eye I’m leaving TTS.
On one hand I am looking
forward to this new phase of
life, on the other hand I
experienced a very nice time
in Buchs. I enjoyed the varied
and interesting work. It has
always been a pleasant
cooperation
with
our
customers, suppliers and
partners. I also appreciated
the extremely enjoyable and
collegial working atmosphere
at TTS in Buchs.

I would like to take this you all the very best for the
opportunity to thank Daniel future.
Niederhauser for his valuable
support and good cooperation
and also for the interesting
time I had with you all. I wish

/ EDITOR and your contact person //
TTS Transport &
Terminal Services AG
Langäulistrasse 37
CH-9470 Buchs SG

Phone:
Fax:
Mail:
Web:

+41 81 750 62 50
+41 81 750 62 55
rail@transterminal.ch
www.transterminal.ch

